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A Message From Pastor Joseph (PJ) 

HAPPY AND BLESSED NEW YEAR 

Be filled with the spirit of curiosity, imagination and possibilities and experience the surprising presence of God in the 
year 2019.  A lesson from my granddaughter: 

 

This is a case of curiosity, imagination and possibilities.  

It all started with a curious question from my six year 

old granddaughter, Samuella:  "Grandpa, the fireplace 

and the chimney are blocked, how can Santa enter the 

house?"  I thought we had it all set because the 

Christmas tree was well decorated and the gifts were 

gifts wrapped.  That's how far my imagination went 

until my granddaughter raised that question. 

I asked the trustees to help 

me resolve this urgent 

issue, and Santa's assistants, 

Betty and Danny, came to 

my aid at the parsonage. 

They came to show 

Samuella that although the 

chimney may be blocked, 

and the fireplace could not 

function, nevertheless, the 

power of our imagination and prayer could not be 

stopped.  Rather, it could create more possibilities for 

Santa to come through with gifts.  

After a few minutes of interaction with the 

grandchildren, Danny brought out an old dirty parcel 

that had been stacked in the chimney since 1975.  He 

did that with some creative ingenuity that cannot be 

described here.  The trick 

worked out very well.  

Sammy was happy to open 

that old dirty parcel, 

ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ 

assistants had managed to 

remove all the obstacles out 

from the chimney.  Since 

Santa's assistants have 

retrieved this old parcel, 

other gifts from Santa could certainly make it through 

this dirty chimney. 

 Sure enough, Santa arrived on Christmas day with lots 

of gifts for all the four grandchildren.  

Unlike Sammy, my granddaughter, we do not expect 

gifts from Santa; however, however we believe in a God 

whose surprising presence removes obstacles and 

opens doors in obscure situations. 

 When confronted with any potential obstacle, share it, 

pray about it, and imagine possibilities.  Our God will 

always make a way.  

Happy New Year!!! 

 

http://www.farmingdaleumc.org/


 

Nursery School News 

Christmas Parade 
 

The Nursery School staff and children and their families 

along with Pastor Joseph and his wife Bennie marched 

in the Chamber of Commerce Holiday Parade in the 

Village of Farmingdale.  The children wore gingerbread 

costumes and headpieces made by the staff and looked 

adorable!  We marched from Northside School at one 

end of the village down Main Street to the Village 

Green.  At the Village Green we enjoyed some juice and 

brownies after the parade.  All the children, their 

families and the staff had such a good time and felt the 

holiday spirit!   

Greetings to all from the Nursery School. 

 

 

 

  

               

               The Holiday Parade in Farmingdale                                              Nursery School three and four year olds sang Christmas  
                                                                                                                  carols at the Farmingdale Adult Day Care. 

 

Youth Group News 

                     

On Sunday, December 16th, Shanna Wurth and Susan Chung Carle led a group of 18 dedicated carolers through the 

rain to visit Daleview, where they sang in two conference rooms, and Hardscrabble, where they sang in the activity 

room.  After the nice folks gave them hot chocolate and cookies, they returned to church to enjoy a supper of grilled 

cheese, hot soup and gingerbread cake. 
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀƎŜŀƴǘ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony 

 

  

       

       

 

Thank you to Susan 

Chung Carle, Jen Lee, 

Jayme Majoros and all 

who worked so hard on 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ 

guys did such a great job! 

 

 

Barbara Schmidt, Erica 

Hamill and her son Eric 

did the reading of 

prayers and lighting of 

the Advent candles, 

accompanied by the Bell 

and Chancel choirs. 

It was lovely to see three 

generations of their 

family united in serving 

our beloved church. 
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Notes From the Loft 

As Director of Music for FUMC, I wish to 

express my thanks to everyone who sang, 

played bells and in any other way made 

the Advent season and Christmas holiday 

ǎƻ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Χ C¦bΗ ¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

fun putting everything together each 

week ς and especially with the cantata 

and the Christmas Eve services. The children were SO 

WELL PREPARED by Jenn Lee and Susan Chung. We were 

SO ably supported by extra musical friends, as well.  

A very special thanks goes to Pastor Joseph for all of his 

input, encouragement and participation along the way. If 

ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎΣ ƘƛƎƘ 

ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŘȅƴŀƳƻέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ tWΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  

We are looking forward now to Lent and Easter, and we 

wish to assure everyone in the church that we are praying 

for the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Will 

you please remember the FUMC Music Ministry in your 

prayers? Our most sincere desire is that God will be 

glorified and His people edified in everything we do. 

We remember the great old hȅƳƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ ά¢Ƙƻǳ ŘƛŘǎǘ 

leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown when Thou camest 

ǘƻ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛƴ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

no room for Thy holy nativity. O come to my heart, Lord 

WŜǎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜŜΦέ 

This is, essentially, what Pastor Joseph said in his 

December 23rd ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴǘŀǘŀΥ ά²ƛƭƭ 

we clear the pathway of all obstacles for the Lord to enter 

ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΚ IŜ {h a¦/I ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

άh ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ in my 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜŜΦέ        

Christmas Cantata 

Our singers presented a lovely cantata under the 

direction of David Majoros.  What a joy to celebrate this 

season with such beautiful music.  Thank you to all who 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΦ  hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛǊΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ WŜƴƴ [ŜŜΣ ǘƻƻƪ 

part in the cantata and raised their voices in beautiful 

song! 

  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ CŀǊƳƛƴƎŘŀƭŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΥ 

http://www.farmingdaleumc.org/ 

And you can also see our current and past newsletters on line, as well: 

http://www.farmingdaleumc.org/Newsletter 

 

             

http://www.farmingdaleumc.org/
http://www.farmingdaleumc.org/Newsletter
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Welcome to our monthly newsletter.  Our hope is to bring you up-to-date on all that is happening at your 

church - FUMC.  We will be glad to publish your church event stories so please write to us at 

communications@farmingdaleumc.org. 

 

 

UMW Christmas Dinner 

Another successful UMW Christmas dinner.  Over 30 lovely ladies enjoyed happy holiday 

socialization and delicious food provided by Ace Catering.  Thank you, Paisleys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

       

     

 

Thank you to everyone who took an ornament 

from the Giving Tree and donated toys, 

scarves, hats and gloves for those in need.  

You are indeed a most generous group of 

secret Santas! 

mailto:communications@farmingdaleumc.org

