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A Message From Pastor Joseph (PJ)  

HAPPY NEW YEAR and BLESSINGS ON THE JOURNEY AHEAD 

By the time you receive this message, I will be on vacation with my extended family in 

Ghana, West Africa.  This will be my first long vacation since July 2017 when I began 

my ministry with you at Farmingdale United Methodist Church.  I will miss you.  

Imagine with me the contrast between Ghana and New York.  Ghana is located on the 

west coast of Africa, near the equator, and the average temperature is about 88 

degrees.  It is 5 hours ahead of New York, which means 5:00 p.m. in Ghana is 12:00 

noon in New YoǊƪΦ  Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ WCY ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 

Ghana.  There are a lot more differences between Ghana and New York than I can 

describe.  Although I will be in a different country which is very far away from you, yet 

you will be so close to me in my heart.   

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ нлмт Ŧǳƴ-filled 

memory lane: 

 

 

 

 

 

175th Anniversary 

 

The Family Beach Night at Tanner 

Park Family retreat at Camp Quinipet 

tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ The Rally Day & Picnic 

 

Musical concerts:  Earl Buys 

http://www.farmingdaleumc.org/


 

 

I pray for more of these fun-ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ нлмуΦ  aȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ 

 

 

Halloween 

Thanksgiving Day 

celebration with the 

Nursery School 

Musical concerts: Long Island 

Mandolin & Guitar Orchestra 

United Methodist Women Christmas dinner 

 

Story time with our Nursery School 

children 

 Advent celebration 

 

Adult Day Care 

Christmas celebration 

 

Christmas Joy 

Ice Cream Time 

Columbus Day 

 Baptism 



 

 

January 2018  3 
 

 

United Methodist Women 

We are committed to furthering our relationship with 

God, creating supportive fellowship and expanding 

concepts of mission through the global ministries of the 

church on behalf of women, children and youth around 

the world.  In the past year we collected items for Blue 

Star Mothers Military Moms, participated in efforts to 

stop human trafficking, collected gloves, scarves and 

hats for a local family and childrenôs organization, 

provided gift cards for youth in a group home, and 

donated to Pets for Vets.  We learned about the Landfill 

Harmonic, an orchestra of instruments crafted from 

trash, and Days for Girls, a program to provide personal 

hygiene items to girls in Ghana and elsewhere.  At our 

twice-monthly Chat & Nibble social hour weôve shared 

faith stories, played games, crocheted scarves for 

overseas military, made cards and painted pumpkins for 

Soup Group, made cards for the Veterans Hospital in 

Northport, and, of course, nibbled! 

  

CHURCH-WIDE SURVEY 

We hope you have all completed the survey provided online and on paper in the 

transept.  The results will be compiled and analyzed and used at our Re-Imaging 

Church Leadership in the 21st Century workshop on February 10th.   We hope you 

will all participate and attend the workshop. 
 

UMW CIRCLE SPOTLIGHT 

  

The Paisley Circle is chaired by Kathy Bush and meets 

at her home.  The members share joys and concerns 

and provide spiritual guidance and practical 

support.  We traditionally host the Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper and, in rotation with the other circles, 

host holiday dinners and general meetings.  We support 

UMW efforts by collecting needed items, working at the 

Columbus Day Fair, and keeping abreast of International 

UMW programs to benefit women and children.  We are 

proud to be part of such an important and vital ministry. 

 

Moms of Military 

UMW supports Blue Star Mothers Moms of Military by 

collecting items for our troops overseas and veterans 

here at home.  Please see the wish list in the transept. 

Thank you for your help! 

  

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Mary Bing, who mentors a young resident at a local group home and who organizes their yearly Christmas 

celebration, said:  ά²Ƙŀǘ L ǎŀǿ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΥ ¢ŀŎƻ .ŜƭƭΣ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎΣ ōǊƻǿƴƛŜǎΣ ŎŀƪŜΣ ǎƻŘŀΣ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜǎ ƎŀƭƻǊŜΦ 

Stockings literally overflowing with gifts, gift cards and cute pjs. Young people and not-so-young people 

laughing and joking and playing a crazy game. Santa Claus! Teens being openly loved, accepted and made to 

feel special, regardless of race, sex or gender orientation. What I heard over all the noise last night: girls 

wishing for their Moms for Christmas, many thank yous from staff and teens alike. Most importantly, what I 

ŦŜƭǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΥ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ {ƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ 

attended and contributed to this special night!ò 
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Church School at Work 

 

Holiday Luncheon 

 
The Wednesday morning bible class gathered for a holiday luncheon at the home of member Margaret Ebert.  

 Good food, good fun, good people! 



 

 

January 2018  5 
 

 

Welcome to our newly designed monthly newsletter.  Our 

hope is to bring you put-to-date on all that is happening at 

your church-FUMC.  We will be glad to publish your church 

event stories so please write to us at 

communications@farmingdaleumc.org. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, February 10, 2017 - Leadership 
{ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƻƴ άwŜ-Imaging Church 
Leadership in the 21st CenturyΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ /ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
write a mission statement for FUMC. The 

seminar is sponsored by the Church Council 
and led by Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie. It will 
take place at the Church Fellowship Hall.  
Everyone is invited to attend. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
  

REMINDERΥ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 

church with a percentage of your online 

spending at thousands of retailers.  Check it out!   

www.umcmarket.org 

 

Bible Classes 

Bible classes will resume on Wednesday, February 7, 2018:   

10:30am and 7:30pm in the library.  All are welcome. 
 

mailto:communications@farmingdaleumc.org
file:///C:/Users/RitaC/Desktop/FUMC/Newsletter/2017-11%20Nov%20Issue/www.umcmarket.org


 

C¦a/Ωǎ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ 

 



 

 

 Farmingdale United Methodist Church 

407  Main  Street 

Farmingdale, NY   11735 
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